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Teaching in Iceland
• my course — General Relativity with Ziqi


• planning


• remote lecturing


• exam


• things that went particularly well/bad



GR with Ziqi
• 14 weeks x [2 lectures + 1 practice session] (you can get a TA)


• each lecture 90min [40+10+40]


• used B. Schutz: A First Course in General Relativity and previous material 
by Sasha and Javi


• course split in half: first part math (me), second part physics (Ziqi)


• 6 students, all passed the final exam



Planning



Planning
• planning lectures takes a LOT of time


• things that have to be done before the start:


• decide on literature and topics 


• coarse schedule/syllabus (to be updated as one goes)


• fill in all course details online before the registration deadline (course 
description, exam format, …)


• …



Planning



Planning



Planning
• people have done this before — don’t reinvent the wheel for your first 

lecturing experience, don’t go too fancy/experimental


• make sure that you have time during your lecturing — consider 
conferences, other travels, visitors, vacation, regular meetings, … 
You will not do a lot of other things during this time!


• time difference with Iceland: 1-2h (they do not change clock)


• ideally, you want to be ahead with preparation 1-2 weeks


• ideally, you digitise your lecture notes for future use



Planning an individual lecture
• plan several hours of prep time per lecture (depends on the topic)


• know and understand the material well


• ask how you want to present the material:


• why is something important?


• are there any real world examples?


• how does it connect to something the students already know?


• how will it be useful for the rest of the course?



Planning an individual lecture
• start with recap, end with summary, make connections to previous 

lectures


• for me, 1 lecture ~ 8-10 pages


• spend some time to make good homework sheets — deepen knowledge 
or show some nice side results





Remote lecturing



Remote lecturing
• first question to ask: slides or whiteboard?


• even if slides: consider working with tablet and deriving things live


• record your lectures


• can upload to Canvas for students


• helps you to assess your own teaching


• create a unique zoom room for your lectures



Remote lecturing
• consistent technical setup:


• optimise lighting (the top-facing light worked better for me to minimise 
reflections)


• wear headphones/microphone on body so that you can be heard even if 
you face the whiteboard


• if possible use wired internet for stability


• make sure that you have your charger and enough disk space to record


• pin your video (learn from my mistake)



Remote lecturing



Remote lecturing
• use colour consistently (I used black for standard text, red for important 

things, blue for the section in the book, and green in my lecture notes for 
comments)


• try to speak into the camera as much as possible


• students are hard to activate remotely — you should still try


• ask regularly if there are questions


• ask them questions



Exam



Exam
• format of examination must be fixed in advance


• written or oral? (oral)


• midterm? (no)


• does homework count? (>40% for admission to exam, but no influence 
on grade)



Exam
• 30min oral exam


• 10min on math, 10min on one application (gravitational waves/
cosmology/black holes, student picks), 10min on remaining applications 
and general questions


• students were asked to present what they know, we probed deeper 
when they got stuck/went wrong



The good and the bad



The good
• students kept attending


• all students passed the exam first try


• communication/arrangement etc. with people in Iceland worked well, 
Jesús was always reachable


• there is a new line in my CV and I have a teaching portfolio now



The bad

MS will challenge you for 2FA every n days —

this includes your email programme!


