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PLATO facts

• Launch: December 2026, Ariane 6

• Orbit: L2

• Four years, extensions possible up to 8.5 years

• 24 Normal telescopes (25s)+ 2 Fast telescopes (2.5s, with filters)

• 4 detectors per normal camera (81 Mpix), 3 per fast camera

• In total 2 Gpix (Comparison Vera C. Rubin Obs.: 3.2 Gpix)

• Field of view ~ 49 deg x 49 deg
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Science goals

• O1. How do planets and planetary systems form and evolve?

• O2. Is our Solar System special or are there other systems like ours?

• O3. Are there potentially habitable planets?
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Mearuements and 
expected results
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Long-duration 
phase field
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(LOPS2 )

The PLATO Input Catalogue for this 
field contains more than 9000 dwarf 
and subgiant stars of spectral types 
from F5 to K7 with mV < 11 that will 
be observed with a random noise 
lower than 50 ppm in one hour, and 
more than 159,000 dwarf and 
subgiant stars of spectral types from 
F5 to K7 with mV < 13. 
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2025-04-11
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2025-05-03
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High-gain antenna



2025-05-09
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